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2017; “Yea,” on rollcall 238, passage of H.R.
1312—Small Business Capital Formation En-
hancement Act; and “Yea,” on rollcall 239,
passage of H.R. 657—Follow the Rules Act.

———

RECOGNIZING MEG DALY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to congratulate Meg Daly, who is
the founder of The Underline, a won-
derful 10-mile linear park and urban
trail in my congressional district that
will serve to connect hundreds of
Americans across Miami-Dade County
through safe, alternative methods of
transportation.

In 2013, Meg had an unfortunate acci-
dent that broke both of her arms. Since
she couldn’t drive herself to attend
physical therapy, she took the Metro-
rail near her home and walked under-
neath the train tracks to reach her des-
tination. That is when Meg took notice
of the underutilized land right below
the Metrorail and envisioned its trans-
formative potential for community
mobility, positive economic impact,
and enhanced quality of life.

The Underline counts with over-
whelming support across Miami-Dade,
providing for a safe and healthy space
for our community members to express
themselves. From free yoga classes to
artistic festivals to projects to restore
Miami’s urban green space, each day
The Underline is getting closer to be-
coming what Meg has envisioned.

Congratulations to one of our com-
munity’s leaders, Meg Daly.

———
O 1915

DISABILITY DISCHARGE OF
PARENT PLUS LOANS

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today 1
introduced the PLUS Loan Disability
Forgiveness Act, a bill to relieve the
burden of student loan debt on parents
whose children become permanently
disabled. While most student loans are
forgiven if a student becomes totally
and permanently disabled, parent
PLUS loans are not.

It is simply wrong that a parent
struggling with a child’s disability is
not afforded the same loan forgiveness
as other borrowers. My bill would ex-
tend disability discharge to parent
PLUS loans. It would allow families to
focus on healing, not servicing debt. It
would help lighten the $1.4 trillion
owed by student borrowers and their
families.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting these parents,
who are just trying to help their chil-
dren succeed.
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MODERN DAY SLAVERY IN LIBYA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, after
the United States toppled the Govern-
ment of Libya, the nation became a
failed state, one that is a brothel of
slavery. Fleeing persecution from ter-
rorists and vast famine, west Africans
hand their life savings over to drivers
who will take them to Niger, then off
to Europe. But these refugees are labor
trafficked as slaves to Libya instead.
They are bound to the slave block and
sold at the auction of slavery.

The slave drivers force them to work
inside private prisons for little or no
food. Meanwhile, the slave masters de-
mand ransoms from the families. If the
families don’t pay the ransom, the ref-
ugees are sold again to larger prisons
and the demand doubles. If the ransom
is never paid, the slaves are eventually
murdered.

Mr. Speaker, human slavery still ex-
ists in north Africa, and it is a scourge
on humanity. But the United States
should be very careful about taking out
a regime like it did in Libya without
understanding the long-term con-
sequences like what happened in Libya.

And that is just the way it is.

———

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S LEGACY

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the most important parts of
President Obama’s legacy is the rec-
ognition that Americans should not be
discriminated against based on pre-
existing conditions. This principle was
enshrined in law by the Affordable Care
Act, and now millions of Americans
across the political spectrum support
these vital protections. Even yester-
day, President Trump, an avowed oppo-
nent of the Affordable Care Act, stated
unequivocally that he was opposed to
discrimination based on preexisting
conditions.

The bill under consideration by this
House, the American Health Care Act,
does not represent that same bipar-
tisan principle. My colleagues are ad-
vancing a measure that would let
States turn back the clock for millions
of Americans and begin that discrimi-
nation again.

Today, I urge my colleagues to op-
pose this bill for the sake of all those
it would harm. For the sake of anyone
who has survived cancer, battled diabe-
tes, or was simply born a woman, I
urge you, vote ‘‘no.”

———————

NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL
WEEK

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize National Charter Schools
Week and the 25th anniversary of the
opening of the very first charter
school.

With nearly 3 million students at-
tending public charter schools across
the country, 43 States, and the District
of Columbia, it is the fastest growing
choice option in public education. Min-
nesota is a leader in developing new in-
novative ways to educate our students
and was the very first State to allow
charter schools. Today, Minnesota has
164 charter schools that serve about
57,000 students in kindergarten through
the 12th grade. Our State usually ranks
among the top in having charter school
friendly laws and developing high qual-
ity and independent charter school op-
tions.

As co-chair of the Charter School
Caucus, I believe it is important that
we do continue to create and develop
this educational option. America will
continue to lead the world in innova-
tion and ideas if our students receive
the best education possible from early
childhood all the way through graduate
school, and that means ensuring a
child’s ZIP Code does not determine
the outcome of their education and the
quality of their education.

———

TELL ME IT ISN'T SO

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, a
few of us were at the United Nations
this morning and this afternoon, and
what we heard most was the impor-
tance of empowering women in devel-
oping countries who have experienced
violence, sexual violence. Tell me it
isn’t so that the President of the
United States has discontinued Let
Girls Learn, fostered and supported by
Mrs. Obama, which is an important key
element of the Peace Corps, which is
attempting to help these girls learn
and empower them.

Tell me it isn’t so that the President
of the United States, not recognizing
the Constitution and freedom of
speech, is trying to expand or change
the libel laws that if you don’t like
what they say about you as a politi-
cian, you can undermine and you can
charge First Amendment privilege,
First Amendment press, and others
with a violation of those laws.

Tell me it isn’t so that America is
going back on her values and her com-
mitment to helping people around the
world, particularly vulnerable women
and children, and, of course, deni-
grating the First Amendment and the
freedom of the press. Tell me it isn’t
S0.

————

FLEXIBILITY FOR WORKERS

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1180, the
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